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Global Genomic Medicine Collaborative 

Cape Town Declaration 

on 

Implementing Genomic Medicine Towards Universal Health Coverage 2030 

 

Implementation of genomic medicine can contribute significantly to sustainable 

development and the health and wellbeing of individuals and society. Providing access to 

genomic medicine should be an important consideration for all governments across the 

world as they strive to provide their people with Universal Health Coverage with the view 

to achieving Sustainable Development Goals by the year 2030. 

 

125 leading scientists, physicians, and other healthcare professionals from 26 countries 

deliberated on the theme ‘Genomic Medicine Implementation in Low Resource Settings’ 

at the 4th Global Genomic Medicine Collaborative (G2MC) Meeting in Cape Town, South 

Africa from 28 to 30 November 2018, in keeping with G2MC’s mission of accelerating 

implementation of genomic medicine around the world. 

 

Recognizing the role of genomic medicine in improving 

 

1. patient safety and outcomes through genome-informed prescribing of medications; 

 

2. clinical outcomes in individuals with conditions such as cancer and cardiovascular 

disorders; 

 

3. patient quality of life and longevity through genome sequencing 

a. of neonates with life-threatening conditions, 

b. of children and adults with rare and undiagnosed disorders, 

c. of adults to identify individuals at high risk for diseases, leading to effective 

prevention, early diagnosis and improved treatment, and 

d. of neonates, children and adults to implement robust and accelerated methods 

for the identification, classification and timely and precise treatment of life-

threatening infectious agents; 

 

4. diagnosis of infectious diseases and identification of antimicrobial resistance; and 

 

5. societal and family well-being. 
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We, the participants of the 4th Global Genomic Medicine Collaborative (G2MC) Conference 

in Cape Town, South Africa, call upon governments, intergovernmental agencies, 

international development partners, and the World Health Organization to: 

 

1. recognize the importance of implementation of evidence-based genomic medicine as 

an integral part of healthcare while addressing cross cutting and country-context 

ethical, legal, and social issues; 

 

2. establish workforce norms and human resource capacity development to enable the 

implementation of genomic medicine; 

 

3. promote genomic medicine education at all levels (undergraduate, postgraduate, and 

continuing professional development of medical, other health care, scientific and 

biomedical informatics professionals) to prepare the workforce of the future; 

 

4. raise awareness of and trust in genomic medicine among the general public;  

 

5. promote research and development for low-cost highly effective genomic medicine 

technologies to accelerate its adoption in low and middle-income countries; 

 

6. obtain deeper knowledge of underlying genetic variation in diverse populations 

worldwide to enhance the use of genomic data for population-specific genomic health 

programs; and 

 

7. adopt a World Health Assembly resolution on genomic medicine to draw the attention 

of all concerned so that that action is taken to reduce the gap between the high and 

low-income countries in implementing genomic medicine 

 

Name Organization Country 
Vanessa Hayes Garvan Institute of Medical 

Research & University of Sydney 
Australia 

Peter Jacobs Thermo Fisher Scientific Belgium 
Jean-Luc Sanne Health Directorate Belgium 
Karen Kengne Kamga District Hospital Limbe Cameroon 
Karimah Es Sabar Quark Venture, Vancouver Canada 
Peter Goodhand Global Alliance for Genomics & 

Health 
Canada 

Catalina Lopez-Correa Genome BC Canada 
Alan Rabinowitz University of British Columbia Canada 
Kimberly Skead Ontario Institute for Cancer 

Research 
Canada 

Pilar Carvallo Pontificia Universidad Catolica De 
Chile 

Chile 

Gabriela Repetto Clinica Alemana Universidad del 
Desarrollo 

Chile 
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Name Organization Country 
Xinrui Li  Novogene China 
Yanchao Lui Novogene China 
Juergen Reichardt Universidad Yachay Tech Ecuador 
Mohamed Ahmed Children's Cancer Hospital Egypt Egypt 
Ghada Yousef El-Kamah National Research Center Egypt 
Mohammed Ahmed Farahat Faculty of Computer and 

Information-Helwan University 
Egypt 

Xavier Davids Illimina France 
Lord Jephthah Joojo Gowans  Kwame Nkrumah University of 

Science and Technology 
Ghana 

Richard Mantey Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology 

Ghana 

Stefania Koutsilieri University of Patras Greece 
Styliani Papadaki University of Patras Greece 
George Patrinos University of Patras Greece 
Ratna Dua  Puri Sir Gangaram Hospital India 
Naomi Gronich Clalit Health Services Israel 
Yaakov Naparstek Hadassah hospital israel 
Gad Rennert Carmel Medical Center & Technion Israel 
Walid Saliba Carmel Medical Center & Technion Israel 
Fahd Al Mulla Dasman Diabetic Institute Kuwait 
Guida Landoure University of Science, Technique 

and Technology 
Mali 

Puthen Veettil Jithesh Sidra Medical and Research Centre Qatar 
Noella Bigirimana Rwanda Biomedical Center Rwanda 
Samuel Mawuli Adadey University of Cape Town South Africa 
Francis Agamah University of Cape Town South Africa 
Olabode Ajayi Centre for Proteomic & Genomic 

Research 
South Africa 

Melvin Anyasi Ambele University of Pretoria South Africa 
Kambe Baude University of Cape Town South Africa 
Heidre Bezuidenhout Stellenbosch University  South Africa 
Brigitte Binneman Technology Innovation Agency South Africa 
Paballo  Chauke University of Cape Town South Africa 
Laura Cottino University of the Witwatersrand South Africa 
Megan Cousins Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Ilse Crous University of Cape Town South Africa 
Greetje de Jong Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Chantal De Long Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Linda de Waal Centre for Proteomic & Genomic 

Research 
South Africa 

Clair Engelbrecht Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Faghri February Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Karen Fieggen Medicine Groote Schuur Hospital South Africa 
Melanie Ann Govender University of the Witwatersrand South Africa 
Ravnit  Grewal South African National 

Bioinformatics Institute  
South Africa 
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Name Organization Country 
Reinhard  Hiller Genotyping Cost-Effectiveness 

Across the Globe 
South Africa 

Shafieka Isaacs Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Shareefa Isaacs Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Katherine Johnston University of Cape Town South Africa 
Rolanda Julius University of Cape Town South Africa 
Paidamoyo Kachambwa Centre for Proteomic & Genomic 

Research 
South Africa 

Elouise Kroon  Division of Molecular Biology and 
Human Genetics 

South Africa 

Judit Kumuthini Centre for Proteomic & Genomic 
Research 

South Africa 

Stanford Kwenda National Institute for 
Communicable Diseases 

South Africa 

Glaudina Loots Health Innovation South Africa 
Refilwe Makgalemele Department of Science and 

Technology 
South Africa 

Jo Mcbride Centre for Proteomic & Genomic 
Research 

South Africa 

Lungelo Mdluli Department of Science and 
Technology 

South Africa 

Nonhlanhla Cynthia Mhlongo University of South Africa South Africa 
John  Mogaka University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa 
Mohohlo Molatupi Technology Innovation Agency South Africa 
Setheme Mosehle Sefako Makgatho Health Science 

University 
South Africa 

Favourite Nontando Mthiyane Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Babu Muhamed Molatupi South Africa 
Nicola Mulder University of Cape Town South Africa 
Nchangwi Munung University of Cape Town South Africa 
Fungai Musaigwa Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Arinao Ndadza University of Cape Town South Africa 
Melissa Nel University of Cape Town South Africa 
Andiswa Nene Department of Science and 

Technology 
South Africa 

Cedrik Ngongang University of Cape Town South Africa 
Lorraine Nzvede Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Oluwole Oluwafemi Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Desiree Petersen Centre for Proteomic & Genomic 

Research 
South Africa 

Raj Ramesar University of Cape Town South Africa 
Lisa Roberts University of Cape Town South Africa 
Modiegi Selematsela Department of Science and 

Technology 
South Africa 

Surina Singh University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa 
Phumla Sinxadi University of Cape Town South Africa 
Michelle Skelton University of Cape Town South Africa 
Rizqa Sulaiman-Baradien University of Cape Town South Africa 
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Name Organization Country 
Carmen Swanepoel National Health Laboratory 

Services & Stellenbosch University 
South Africa 

Yolandi Swart Stellenbosch University  South Africa 
Nicki Tiffin University of Cape Town South Africa 
Bruce Tshilamulele Department of Science and 

Technology 
South Africa 

Michael Urban Faculty of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, University of Stellenbosch 

South Africa 

Caitlin Uren Stellenbosch University South Africa 
Ambroise Wonkam University of Cape Town South Africa 
Zenaria  Abbas  Thermo Fisher Scientific  South Africa 
Aron Abera Inqababiotec South Africa 
Angelique Diedericks  University of Cape Town South Africa 
Deanah Lloyd University of Cape Town South Africa 
Ayton Meintjes University of Cape Town South Africa 
Vajira H. W. Dissanayake University of Colombo Sri Lanka 
Mohammed Abdallah 
Elsiddieg 

University of Khartoum Sudan 

Arwa Babai University of Khartoum 
Aniefiok Udoakang Université Cheikh Anta Diop de 

Dakar 
Marc Abramowicz University of Geneva 
Surakameth Mahasirimongkol Ministry of Public Health 
Habiba Alsafar Khalifa University  

Sue Hill 
Andrea Belcher

 Laurent Coulon 
Kelly East 

Geoffrey Ginsburg 
Richard Haspel 

Sula Hood 

Farhad Byran Imam 
Federico Innocenti 
Bruce Korf 

Teri Manolio 

Lori Orlando 
Tejinder Rakhra-Burris 

Martin Reese 
Alan Shuldiner 
Fasil Tekola-Ayele 

National Health Service – England 
Australian Genomics Health 
Alliance
Thermo Fisher Scientific 
HudsonAlpha Institute for 
Biotechnology 
Duke University 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center and Harvard Medical School 
Indiana University, Fairbanks 
School of Public Health 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
University of North Carolina 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham 
National Human Genome Research 
Institute 
Duke University 
Global Genomic Medicine 
Collaborative 
Fabric Genomics 
University of Maryland 
National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development 

Sudan 
Sudan 

Switzerland 
Thailand 
United Arab 
Emirates United 
Kingdom 
Australia

 United States 
United States 

United States 
United States 

United States 

United States 
United States 
United States 

United States 

United States 
United States 

United States 
United States 
United States 
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Name Organization Country 
Scott Williams Case Western Reserve University United States 
Grant Wood Intermountain Healthcare United States 

Yonglan Zheng University of Chicago United States 
 

Global Genomic Medicine Collaborative | http://www.g2mc.org | info@g2mc.org 

 


